Myrmica (Manica) parasitica sp. nov. Worker: Length; 5 mm.
flat, the lateral portions at either side straight but receding toward the insertions of the mandibles. Median lobe of the clypeus strongly convex in two planes, sharply separated from the large, triangular frontal area. Mandibles large and powerful, the external border rather feebly convex except near the tip where it turns inward sharply. Masticatory margin armed with a long, sharp and rather "hin terminal tooth and a much shorter and stouter subterminal tooth; the remainder of the masticatory margin bearing 12-15 small teeth.. Frontal carinm short, thick, bluntly pointed in front and rather widely separated. Antennal scapes short and rather thick, strongly and abruptly curved at the base; in repose the tip of the scape surpasses "he occipital border by an amount less than its greatest "hickness. First funicular joint longer than broad and somewhat broader than the adjacent joint, joints 2-6 gradually increasing in diameter and length, the four apical joints Psyche [December together 2orm a distinct club whose maximum diameter is about three times that o2 the preceding joints. Eyes oval, moderately convex, set at the middle of the side of the head.
Thorax in profile with the promesonotum rather eebly convex, the promesonotal suture not impressed. Mesoepinotal suture prominent but with a shallow impression on the thoracic dorsum which is principally due to the elevated anterior edge o the epinotum since the posterior ace o he mesonotum slopes directly to the suture without any impression. Epinotum in profile with a very eebly convex basal 2ace which passes to the shorter declivious ace through a poorly marked and very wide angle. In some specimens the angle between the two aces is virtually eliminated so that the profile o the epinotum is a single, convex, descending slope. Seen from above the promesonotum is pyriform and only a little wider than the subpentagonal epinotum. The sides of the thorax are only slightly constricted at the. mesoepinotal suture.
Petiole seen in profile with a node which is very low, broadly and evenly convex above and without sharp transitions to the anterior or posterior peduncles. The ventral tooth on the anterior peduncle is very variable in character,
In some specimens it is reduced to an angle, in others it has the orm of a blunt, short tooth, in still others it. is a very long and slender recurved spine. Dorsum o. 2 (6) . The nest in which he emale just mentioned was taken was a small one consisting of not more than three dozen fusca workers most of which were minims. It seems likely, therefore, that the nest-ounding activities of ulkei differ in no essential respects rom those of exsectoides, the emale securing adoption by a depauperate queenless colony of the host species. It may be
